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17 Socioeconomics 

17.1 Introduction 

17.1.1 This chapter of the Environmental Statement (ES) presents the assessment 

of likely significant effects on socioeconomics arising from construction, 

operation and decommissioning of the Proposed Development.  This 

chapter sets out the relevant legislation, policy, standards and guidance 

applied to the assessment process; consultation undertaken to inform the 

assessment; assessment methodology; the relevant baseline conditions 

upon which the assessment is based; embedded mitigation considered in 

place before the assessment is undertaken; the likely significant effects that 

may arise as a result of the Proposed Development considering embedded 

mitigation; further mitigation proposals to reduce or remove identified likely 

significant effects wherever possible; likely remaining residual effects 

following further mitigation; and any monitoring proposals. 

17.1.2 For the purposes of this chapter, socioeconomics considers the inter-

relationship between the economy and society, including effects on 

employment and economic activity, and effects on relevant land use 

receptors such as local businesses, community and recreational facilities, 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW), health, and tourism assets where these may 

be affected by the Proposed Development. 

17.1.3 This chapter should be read in conjunction with the descriptions of the Site 

and the Proposed Development provided in Chapter 3: The Site and 

Surroundings, Chapter 4: Proposed Development and Chapter 5: 

Construction Programme and Management (ES Volume I, Application 

Document Ref. 6.1). 

17.1.4 It is recommended that this chapter is read in conjunction with the following 

other chapters: 

• Chapter 4: Proposed Development (ES Volume I, Application 

Document Ref. 6.1) – regarding the description of the Proposed 

Development, including its components, operation and associated 

infrastructure; 

• Chapter 9: Noise and Vibration (ES Volume I, Application 

Document Ref. 6.1) – regarding amenity effects on noise and vibration 

sensitive receptors, including residential and community receptors, local 

businesses, and users of promoted recreational routes and PRoW; 

• Chapter 13: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (ES Volume 

I, Application Document Ref. 6.1) – regarding amenity effects on 

users of promoted recreational routes and PRoW; 
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• Socioeconomic – focusing on Gross Value Added (GVA) and 

employment opportunities; and 

• Land use receptors – focusing on local businesses, community and 

recreational facilities, PRoW and tourism assets. 

17.3.5 The assessment of employment effects during construction has been 

informed by the construction information detailed in Chapter 5: 

Construction Programme and Management (ES Volume I, Application 

Document Ref. 6.1). 

17.3.6 The assessment of land use receptors considers the potential direct and 

indirect effects during the construction and operation of the Proposed 

Development. 

17.3.7 Receptors have been identified using publicly available data, as well as 

consultation responses at Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping 

stage. The sensitivity of each receptor is defined based on the criteria 

presented in Table 17.2 and consideration is given to the potential for direct 

and indirect effects during the construction and operation of the Proposed 

Development. 

17.3.8 Professional judgement is used to consider the potential effects on each of 

the land use receptors and mitigation requirements considered where 

necessary. 

Significance criteria  

Socioeconomics significance criteria 

17.3.9 As there is no definitive guidance on the assessment of socioeconomic 

effects, the assessment draws on industry-accepted practice and a 

methodology which has been tested through a number of previous and 

comparable projects. The focus of the assessment is on determining 

whether effects would change patterns of activity, whether social or 

economic. 

17.3.10 Significance is measured as a function of the sensitivity of receptors 

affected, i.e. the receptors’ ability to absorb changes in the environment; as 

well as the potential magnitude of the impact, i.e. the relative size of the 

effect on people and businesses in the context of the study area. 

17.3.11 Appropriate criteria for the measurement of sensitivity and magnitude 

criteria have been developed, based on professional judgement and 

industry best practice. Table 17.2 provides definitions of the sensitivity 

criteria used in the assessment. 
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Statutory and targeted consultation  

17.3.24  A response was received from the Tees Valley Combined Authority (TVCA), 

on behalf of the Tees Valley Mayor, expressing support in principle for the 

Proposed Development and its potential contribution to jobs, investment 

and the transition to a lower‑carbon economy. 

17.3.25 TVCA highlighted that the Proposed Development would bring a previously 

unused brownfield site at North Tees back into productive use. The site was 

formerly occupied by a chemical facility that employed around 145 people 

prior to its closure in 2019, and its redevelopment was identified as an 

opportunity to reinstate economic activity, making effective use of existing 

infrastructure while supporting regeneration objectives. 

17.3.26 TVCA noted that the scale and complexity of the Proposed Development is 

important in demonstrating the Tees Valley's credentials as a hub for 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) and wider low‑carbon technologies, 

showcasing the area's established industrial capability and workforce. 

Projects of this nature were identified as supporting investor confidence, 

attracting complementary supply‑chain activity and reinforcing the Tees 

Valley's position as a location for innovation in emerging low‑carbon 

sectors. 

17.3.27 The employment and skills benefits were identified as particularly 

significant. Based on the information presented at statutory consultation, 

TVCA noted the potential to support an estimated 2,000 construction jobs, 

around 300 direct operational roles and a further 300 jobs across the local 

supply chain. These opportunities were recognised as contributing to 

clearer pathways into skilled, long‑term careers for local people, building on 

the region's strengths in engineering and advanced manufacturing, and 

supporting skills development, apprenticeships and workforce transition. 

17.3.28 The response also identified the Proposed Development's potential to 

support wider industrial integration by strengthening links across the Tees 

Valley's established chemical and industrial sectors, reinforcing local supply 

chains and anchoring skilled employment and investment within the region. 

The availability of locally produced SAF was recognised as having the 

potential to support the sustainability ambitions of Teesside International 

Airport. These benefits were noted as particularly relevant given the 

importance of job creation, industrial renewal and innovation‑led growth to 

the region's future economic resilience. 

17.3.29 These matters relate primarily to beneficial socioeconomic effects, including 

employment generation, skills development and supply‑chain impacts, 

which are considered within the assessment presented in Section 17.6. The 

wider policy context, including the regeneration of previously developed 
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land and support for low‑carbon economic growth, is set out in Section 

17.2. 

Stakeholder engagement 

17.3.30 No topic-specific engagement has been undertaken with the host local 

authorities in relation to the socioeconomics assessment to date. However, 

the Applicant has engaged with the host local authorities as part of the 

consultation process for the Proposed Development, including consultation 

on the Statement of Community Consultation. This engagement included 

meetings with each of the host local authorities, during which the 

anticipated socioeconomic benefits of the Proposed Development were 

presented, including estimated Gross Value Added (GVA) and employment 

generation. No consultation comments specific to the socioeconomics 

assessments have been received beyond the EIA scoping opinion 

comments reported above.  

17.4 Baseline conditions 

Overview 

17.4.1 This section describes the baseline environmental characteristics for the 

study area, with specific reference to socioeconomics, local businesses, 

community and recreational facilities, PRoW, health, and tourism assets. 

Desktop sources 

17.4.2 The following desktop sources have been used to inform the existing 

baseline conditions of the study area: 

• Review of publicly available aerial imagery (Google Maps and Bing 

Maps), as well as Geographic Information System mapping of the Wider 

Impact Area and surrounding areas; 

• GIS mapping of land use and socioeconomic receptors, including local 

businesses, community and recreational facilities, PRoW, trails and 

tourism receptors within 1km of the Site; 

• Census 2021 data [Ref 28], Business Register and Employment Survey 

(BRES) data [Ref 36], Annual Population Survey (APS) data, Annual 

Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) data sourced from Nomis [Ref 

38] and Office for National Statistics (ONS) [Ref 35]; 

• English Indices of Deprivation (IMD) 2025 [Ref 48]; 

• Ordnance Survey (OS) Open Greenspace [Ref 30]; and 

• PRoW data [Ref 31, Ref 32, Ref 33]. 
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17.4.16 GIS mapping has been undertaken to identify land use and socioeconomic 

receptors within the study area. The receptor mapping identifies local 

businesses, community and recreational facilities, PRoW and trails, and 

tourism receptors within 1km of the Site, where these may have a plausible 

pathway to experience direct or indirect effects during construction or 

operation. 

17.4.17 Local business receptors within the 1km study area comprise a range of 

operational and commercial uses, including industrial, leisure, medical, 

office, retail, and transport uses. The spatial distribution of these receptors 

is shown in Figure 17.5: Local Businesses (ES Volume II, Application 

Document Ref. 6.2). The receptor pattern reflects the industrial and 

infrastructure-led character of the surrounding area, including Teesport, 

transport infrastructure and employment uses. 

17.4.18 Community and recreational receptors within the 1km study area include 

facilities and routes with potential recreational, social or community value. 

These include community facilities, recreational facilities and public access 

routes, including PRoW, long-distance paths and National Cycle Network 

routes. The spatial distribution of these receptors is shown in Figure 17.6: 

Community and Recreational Facilities (ES Volume II, Application 

Document Ref. 6.2). 

17.4.19 Tourism receptors within the 1km study area include a small number of 

visitor-facing receptors, including hotel, motel, boarding or guest house 

uses, animal centre and retail uses. These are shown in Figure 17.7: 

Tourism (ES Volume II, Application Document Ref. 6.2). The tourism 

receptor context is also influenced by the presence of recreational routes 

and the wider industrial setting of the Site. 

17.4.20 The identified receptors have been used to inform the assessment of 

potential effects on local businesses, community and recreational facilities, 

PRoW and trails, and tourism receptors during construction and operation, 

as set out in Section 17.6. 

17.5 Development design and impact avoidance 

Overview 

Construction 

17.5.1 Measures to mitigate visual impacts from construction operations, lighting, 

and the location of construction equipment, are set out in Appendix 5A: 

Framework Construction Environmental Management Plan (fCEMP) 

(ES Volume III, Application Document Ref. 6.3) and Appendix 13C: 

Framework Lighting Strategy (ES Volume III, Application Document 
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Ref. 6.3), and has a secondary benefit to the tourism economy through 

reducing the level of impact on the desirability of the study area. 

17.5.2 The fCEMP requires the construction contractor to provide support for 

construction workers to find suitable accommodation, either in the form of 

private rental accommodation, or hotels or other serviced accommodation, 

in locations where impact upon existing residents and visitors can be 

minimised. 

17.5.3 It is not anticipated that the construction phase will require stopping up or 

temporary diversions of PRoW with the exception of footpath 116/31 in 

South Tees. This runs between the eastern end of the Dabholm Gut and 

BOC Ltd. Middlesbrough, where short-term temporary closure and diversion 

may be required during the construction of the industrial gases pipeline 

connection in this area. Crossing controls (e.g. traffic marshals) may also 

be required where the King Charles III England Coast Path crosses the 

access to the Linkline Corridor and the entrance to Huntsman Drive.  

Operation  

17.5.4 Operational emissions and other matters regulated through environmental 

permitting will be managed in accordance with the Environmental Permit, 

including requirements for monitoring and control during commissioning. As 

specified in Chapter 9: Noise and Vibration (ES Volume I, Application 

Document Ref. 6.1), a commissioning plan will be agreed with the 

Environment Agency under the Environmental Permit, setting out the 

monitoring and control procedures and commissioning schedule. 

17.5.5 Visual embedded mitigation comprises Appendix 13C: Framework 

Lighting Strategy (ES Volume III, Application Document Ref. 6.3). 

Where cladding is used for components of the Proposed Development it will 

use visually recessive, non-reflective colours and finishes to reduce their 

prominence. 

17.6 Likely impact and effects of the Proposed Development 

Construction  

17.6.1 The capital expenditure (CAPEX) associated with the Proposed 

Development would generate socioeconomic benefits during construction 

through on-site activity, off-site fabrication and engineering, supply-chain 

expenditure and expenditure supported by the workforce. The project-

specific socioeconomic assessment reports construction effects at UK level 

and separately identifies the proportion captured within Teesside. Across 

the four-year construction period (2027 to 2031), total UK CAPEX retained 

within the analysis amounts to £1.92 billion. 
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17.6.6 Modelled estimates indicate that the Proposed Development could support 

around 4,460 FTE job-years within Teesside during construction. At UK 

level, the Proposed Development could support around 22,940 FTE job-

years over the construction period. 

17.6.7 The construction phase of the Proposed Development will result in direct, 

indirect and induced employment impacts at both Teesside and UK level. 

Within Teesside, around 2,250 FTE job-years are expected to be supported 

directly, with a further 2,070 FTE job-years supported indirectly through the 

supply chain, while induced effects are expected to remain comparatively 

small. At UK level, the total construction employment effect is expected to 

comprise approximately 8,990 direct FTE job-years, together with 

substantial indirect and induced employment supported through wider 

supply-chain activity and workforce expenditure. 

17.6.8 Construction employment is expected to peak in 2029 when total 

employment supported could reach around 8,661 jobs across the UK. On-

site construction employment is also expected to peak in 2029, with 

approximately 2,200 workers on site. The assessment assumes that around 

23% of on-site construction labour would be sourced from Teesside, 

reflecting the need for some specialist labour from outside the local area. 

17.6.9 The sensitivity of the labour market receptor, as well as the potential 

magnitude of impact of the Proposed Development on construction 

employment within the Wider Impact Area, are considered to be medium, 

due to the anticipated moderate change in the baseline level of employment 

within the Wider Impact Area. Therefore, the direct, indirect and induced 

employment created by the construction phase of the Proposed 

Development is likely to have a moderate beneficial effect on the study 

area, which is significant. 

Gross value added 

17.6.10 As described in the project-specific socioeconomic assessment, the four-

year construction period (2028 - 2031) would generate substantial 

economic output through on-site construction activity, off-site fabrication 

and engineering, supply-chain expenditure, and expenditure supported by 

the workforce. Direct expenditure during construction would therefore lead 

to increased output generated in Teesside and across the wider UK. 

17.6.11 Socioeconomic modelling indicates that the Proposed Development could 

contribute approximately £700 million in total GVA within Teesside during 

construction. At UK level, the Proposed Development could contribute 

approximately £1.88 billion in total GVA over the construction period. 
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17.6.16 Hotel room occupancy within the north east region is reported at around 

80% as of 2025 [Ref 46]. As a result, the sensitivity of the temporary 

housing receptor has been judged as low, as there is likely to be sufficient 

capacity within the market to accommodate workers for the duration of the 

project. The impact of the Proposed Development is likely to be low 

adverse due to the nature of the development and the ability of the housing 

market to absorb temporary workers. Accordingly, the temporary housing 

required for the Proposed Development is assessed as having a negligible 

adverse effect on accommodation demand, which is not significant. 

Local businesses 

17.6.17 A spatial review of commercial property data has been undertaken to 

characterise the baseline conditions for local businesses surrounding the 

Proposed Development. Consistent with the assessment methodology, only 

commercial receptors located within 1km of the Site have been taken 

forward for detailed assessment, as receptors beyond this distance would 

be likely to experience, at most, indirect effects of negligible magnitude 

during construction. 

17.6.18 There are 12,719 commercial receptors within 6km of the Site, of which 180 

receptors are located within 1km of the Proposed Development. The 

distribution of receptors shows a gradual reduction in density with 

increasing distance from the Site, with the majority of receptors located 

beyond the defined 1km assessment area. 

17.6.19 For context, the spatial distribution of commercial receptors is as follows:  

• 355 receptors within 0–1km; 

• 922 receptors within 1–2km; 

• 4,576 receptors within 2–3km;  

• 2,879 receptors within 3–4km;  

• 2,071 receptors within 4–5km; and  

• 1,846 receptors within 5–6km of the Site.  

17.6.20 These figures demonstrate that commercial receptors are not concentrated 

immediately adjacent to the Site but are instead distributed across the wider 

study area. 

17.6.21 The 355 commercial receptors within 1km of the Site comprise a range of 

business and operational uses. The dominant receptor types are utilities 

(153 receptors), industrial uses (55 receptors) and transport-related 

infrastructure (45 receptors). Smaller numbers of office (33 receptors) and 
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related CAPEX will be spent within the Wider Impact Area. For a project of 

this size, local spending could generate a notable increase in output in the 

local economy. On this basis, the sensitivity of local businesses to this 

beneficial effect, and the potential magnitude of this impact, have been 

assessed as medium, and the construction of the Proposed Development 

could have a moderate beneficial (significant) impact on local businesses 

should contracts be secured locally. 

Community and recreational facilities 

17.6.25 When community and recreational facilities are considered in aggregate, 

sensitivity is considered low and the potential magnitude of impact is 

considered low, because adverse effects would be likely to result in little to 

no change to the baseline situation across the receptor group. Therefore, 

the potential significance of impact for community and recreational facilities 

during construction is assessed as negligible (not significant). The 

receptor identified above should be considered in the development of 

management plans to minimise adverse impacts. 

Public Rights of Way and trails 

17.6.26 The local network of PRoW is important to the local population for personal 

health and wellbeing and for local amenity. PRoW possess social and 

community value and are considered likely to incur some loss as a result of 

adverse changes in the environment; therefore, these receptors have been 

assessed as having a medium level of sensitivity. 

17.6.27 A preliminary assessment of impacts to PRoW users due to the 

construction of the Proposed Development is presented in Chapter 18: 

Traffic and Transport (ES Volume I, Application Document Ref. 6.1). 

The assessment indicates that residual impacts on PRoW users would 

likely be medium or low with regard to severance, delay, amenity, and fear 

and intimidation during construction. 

17.6.28 The Draft DCO (Application Document Ref. 3.1) includes powers to 

temporarily close, divert and alter PRoW, and the Access and Rights of 

Way Plans (Application Document Ref. 2.4) identify the location and 

extent of the potential closure and the indicative proposed diversion route 

for footpath 116/31 in South Tees during construction of the industrial gases 

pipeline connection. Crossing controls (e.g. traffic marshals) may also be 

required where the King Charles III England Coast Path crosses the access 

to the Linkline Corridor and the entrance to Huntsman Drive. Where 

required, any temporary closure or diversion of PRoW would be managed 

through the provisions of the draft DCO and the construction management 

measures that will be set out in the CEMP (see Appendix 5A: fCEMP (ES 

Volume III, Application Document Ref. 6.3)). 
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17.6.29 On this basis, and given the temporary, localised and short-term nature of 

the potential change, the magnitude of impact on local PRoW during 

construction is anticipated to remain low.  

17.6.30 With medium sensitivity and low magnitude, the significance of impact on 

local PRoW during construction is assessed as minor adverse, which is 

not significant.  

17.6.31 The assessment also determined that none of the long-distance trails 

identified within the vicinity of the Proposed Development (including the 

Teesdale Way and the King Charles III England Coast Path) are classified 

as receptors of high sensitivity, reflecting their status as regional and 

national trails of significant recreational and social value. However, the 

magnitude of impact on these receptors during construction is assessed as 

negligible, on the basis that both trails are located at a considerable 

distance from the principal areas of construction activity and are already 

experienced within an established industrial context; as such, little or no 

change to baseline conditions for trail users is anticipated. This results in an 

effect of minor adverse significance, which is not significant level of 

significance during construction, reflecting their distance from principal 

construction activities and the existing industrial context. 

Tourism 

17.6.32 The tourism receptors identified within 1km of the Proposed Development 

Boundary are generally located more than 800m from the Site in an 

industrial setting. Tourism assets, considered in aggregate, are assessed as 

having low sensitivity and negligible magnitude of impact during 

construction. Therefore, the potential significance of impacts on tourism 

during construction is assessed as negligible (not significant). 

Health 

17.6.33 There is evidence that employment influences health, both from an 

economic standpoint and in terms of quality of life [Ref 47]. Good quality 

work can protect against social exclusion through the provision of income, 

social interaction, a core role and identity and purpose. Therefore, the 

generation of secure, fulfilling jobs can be beneficial to mental and physical 

health outcomes. 

17.6.34 Construction is expected to create employment opportunities within the 

Wider Impact Area, and the baseline identifies relatively high levels of 

deprivation and poorer health outcomes in parts of the Direct Impact Area. 

On this basis, sensitivity of the population in relation to employment and 

income is assessed as high, while the magnitude of impact is considered 

low (beneficial) given the temporary nature of construction roles. Applying 

the IEMA health significance matrix, the combination of high sensitivity and 
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low magnitude gives a range of moderate/minor (beneficial). Applying 

professional judgement in line with the IEMA significance narrative criteria, 

the effect is assessed as moderate beneficial (significant). 

Operation 

Local businesses 

17.6.35 The sensitivity and magnitude of impact for local businesses within the 

vicinity of the Proposed Development during operation have been 

assessed. Local businesses, aggregated as one receptor, are assessed as 

having negligible sensitivity to operational impacts and negligible magnitude 

of impact. Therefore, local businesses are assessed as having the potential 

to experience adverse effects of a negligible level of significance during 

operation. 

17.6.36 Some local businesses could potentially form part of the supply chain for 

operation activities and/or be supported by discretionary spending by the 

operational workforce. While this would result in a beneficial effect for those 

businesses, it is not anticipated to represent a significant effect for local 

businesses as a group. 

Community and recreational facilities 

17.6.37 Community and recreational facilities, considered in aggregate, are 

assessed as having negligible sensitivity and negligible magnitude of 

impact during operation, with conditions expected to be similar to baseline 

(approximating a no-change scenario). Therefore, the potential significance 

of effect on community and recreational facilities is assessed as negligible 

during operation. While some facilities could benefit from discretionary 

spending by the operational workforce, this is not anticipated to be 

significant at receptor-group level. 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and trails 

17.6.38 PRoW and long-distance trails within the vicinity of the Proposed 

Development are considered to be receptors of high sensitivity in the case 

of long-distance trails, and medium sensitivity in the case of local PRoW, 

reflecting their recreational, social and community value. During the 

operational phase, the magnitude of impact on these receptors is assessed 

as negligible, as conditions are expected to remain similar to the baseline 

situation, with no material change in access, amenity or usage. This results 

in effects of minor adverse significance (for high sensitivity receptors) or 

negligible significance (for medium sensitivity receptors), both of which are 

not significant. 
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17.7.2 Additional mitigation involves site-specific actions to reduce effects. 

Mitigation measures for socioeconomic receptors have been informed by 

the assessment of likely socioeconomic effects and aim to adapt the 

Proposed Development to minimise adverse effects and reduce cumulative 

impacts with other nearby developments. Similarly, where beneficial effects 

are anticipated, a series of enhancement measures can be introduced 

where feasible to ensure the greatest beneficial effects can be generated 

and secured. 

Construction 

17.7.3 Practicable opportunities to promote local recruitment and procurement, 

education and skills uplift, and apprenticeship and training schemes for 

construction, manufacturing, and the energy industry will be identified and 

implemented, where practicable, through the construction of the Proposed 

Development. Delivery of these measures would be progressed in 

conjunction with the Engineering, Procurement and Construction contractor, 

as relevant. An employment and skills plan will be prepared prior to 

construction (secured by a Requirement in Schedule 2 of the draft DCO 

(Application Document Ref. 3.1)). In addition, the Applicant is exploring 

partnership arrangements (including potential Memoranda of 

Understanding) with local education and training providers, including 

Teesside University and the Middlesbrough College Group, to support skills 

development and local access to opportunities. These measures have the 

potential to increase the net benefit to the local economy and resident and 

workplace incomes and, as a secondary effect, could enhance access to 

employment (an index of deprivation) and result in additional health benefits 

for the local workforce. 

17.7.4 Whilst these enhancements would be anticipated to improve employment 

conditions and economic prosperity in the study area, it is not considered 

likely that these changes would increase the level of significance of the 

effect on these receptors. 

Operation 

17.7.5 As described for the construction phase, efforts should be made to identify 

opportunities for local recruitment and procurement, and for supporting local 

education and skills uplift during operation. As a result, skills and 

qualification attainment in the study area could be enhanced over the long 

term, with a peak short- to medium-term minor beneficial effect during 

operation. However, these measures are not considered likely to change 

the level of significance of effects on the local economy and employment 

during the operational phase. 
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